
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
FBFA Escrow Funds – Home Repair Building Materials
For Non-Governance Certified Chapters
Administered by the Navajo Hopi Land Commission Office (NHLCO)
1. Purpose: The purpose of this program is to allow eligible residents of the Former Bennett Freeze Area (FBFA) to access building materials necessary to repair existing homes that deteriorated due to decades of development restrictions imposed under the Bennett Freeze.
· Escrow funds may be used only to purchase building materials necessary for home repairs.
· Funds may not be used for labor, equipment, or construction services.
2. Chapter Eligibility
A chapter may participate if:
1. The chapter is located within the Former Bennett Freeze Area (FBFA).
2. The chapter is not Governance Certified under Title 26.
3. The chapter passes a resolution requesting NHLCO to administer the FBFA Home Repair Materials Program.
4. The chapter agrees that funds will not be distributed directly to the chapter.
NHLCO will administer the program on behalf of the chapter.
3. Applicant Eligibility (Homeowners): To qualify for building materials, an applicant must:
Residency
· Be a member of the Navajo Nation.
· Reside within the FBFA-affected area.
Home Ownership: The applicant must:
· Own the home, OR
· Be the head of household residing in the home.
Primary Residence: The applicant's home must be their primary residence.
Vacation homes or abandoned structures are not eligible.
4. Eligible Home Repairs: Escrow funds may only be used for repairing existing homes.
Eligible repairs may include:

Structural Repairs
· Roof replacement or repair
· Wall framing repair
· Floor repair
· Window replacement
· Interior/Exterior door replacement 
Exterior Repairs
· Doors
· Windows
· Exterior siding
Weatherization
· Roofing materials
· Weather sealing
· Insulation
Safety Repairs
· Steps
· Structural safety repairs.
5. Eligible Building Materials
Examples of eligible materials include:
· Lumber
· Roofing materials
· Plywood
· Windows
· Doors
· Insulation
· Drywall
· Fasteners (nails, screws)
· Concrete mix
· Sealants
· Weatherproofing materials
· Fixtures (i.e. faucets, door knobs, light fixtures/ceiling fans, water pump, water heater, toilet bowel, sinks, woodstoves) 
Materials must be directly related to home repair.
6. Ineligible Uses
Escrow funds cannot be used for:
· Cash payments to individuals
· Labor costs
· Contractor payments
· Equipment purchases
· Tools
· Appliances
· Furniture
· New home construction
· Chapter administrative costs.
7. Required Documentation
Applicants must submit:
· Home Repair Application
· Proof of residence within FBFA
· Photo documentation of damage
· Material list for repairs
· Chapter verification (if required).
8. Chapter Role
The chapter may assist by:
· Verifying applicant residency
· Confirming housing conditions
· Prioritizing community applicants.
However:
· The chapter will not handle funds.
9. NHLCO Administration
NHLCO will:
1. Review applications
2. Verify FBFA eligibility
3. Approve material requests
4. Purchase building materials through Navajo Nation procurement procedures
5. Coordinate delivery or pickup of materials.
Funds remain under the Navajo Nation's fiscal control.
10. Distribution of Materials
Materials may be distributed through:
· Vendor purchase orders
· Direct vendor delivery
· NHLCO coordinated distribution events.
Materials cannot be converted to cash.
11. Priority Considerations
Priority may be given to:
1. Elderly homeowners
2. Homes with severe structural damage
3. Households with children, overcrowding 
4. Homes that pose health or safety risks.
12. Oversight and Compliance
NHLCO will maintain:
· Applicant records
· Material purchase documentation
· Delivery verification
· Program reporting.
All expenditures must comply with:
· Navajo Nation fiscal policies
· Procurement regulations.
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