NON-CERTIFIED CHAPTER USE OF ESCROW FUNDS UNDER NAVAJO NATION PROCUREMENT POLICY

DRAFT – NAVAJO NATION CHAPTER RESOLUTION
RESOLUTION NO. __________ 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE USE OF ESCROW FUNDS FOR CHAPTER PROJECTS IN THE FORMER BENNETT FREEZE AREA IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NAVAJO NATION PROCUREMENT POLICY, AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE NAVAJO HOPI LAND COMMISSION OFFICE (NHLCO) TO ADMINISTER CONTRACTS AND PAYMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE CHAPTER

WHEREAS:
1. The ___________________ Chapter is a political subdivision of the Navajo Nation pursuant to 26 N.N.C. §1 et seq.; and
2. The Chapter is located within the Former Bennett Freeze Area (FBFA) and is eligible to access the ESCROW funds established for community development projects under the Navajo Hopi Land Settlement Act and subsequent Navajo Nation policies; and
3. The Navajo Hopi Land Commission Office (NHLCO) is the designated Navajo Nation program responsible for the management and oversight of ESCROW funds for projects within the Former Bennett Freeze Area; and
4. Pursuant to Section VII of the ESCROW Policy Plan, all projects funded through the ESCROW Fund must comply with applicable Navajo Nation laws, including the Navajo Nation Procurement Act and Regulations; and
5. The Chapter is a non-certified chapter under the Local Governance Act, and therefore does not exercise full procurement authority, but is authorized to identify and recommend community-prioritized projects for implementation through intergovernmental agreements with NHLCO; and
6. The Chapter has identified [INSERT PROJECT NAME & DESCRIPTION] as a priority project for funding under the ESCROW Fund, and desires to initiate the procurement and contracting process in compliance with Navajo Nation Procurement Policies, with NHLCO serving as the contracting authority.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
1. The ___________________ Chapter hereby approves the use of ESCROW funds for [INSERT PROJECT NAME & DESCRIPTION] in accordance with the Navajo Nation Procurement Policy and Regulations.
2. The Chapter authorizes the Navajo Hopi Land Commission Office (NHLCO) to serve as the contracting authority, to execute contracts with vendors, and to process payments directly to vendors upon receipt of approved invoices and supporting documentation.
3. The Chapter shall be responsible for:
· Identifying and recommending eligible projects.
· Initiating procurement under the Navajo Nation Procurement Regulations (quotes/bids).
· Reviewing and approving invoices before forwarding them to NHLCO for payment.
4. The NHLCO shall be responsible for:
· Verifying project eligibility under the ESCROW Policy Plan.
· Drafting and executing an Intra-Governmental Agreement with the Chapter in accordance with 2 N.N.C. §110(O).
· Executing vendor contracts subject to 164(B) review and approval.
· Managing and safeguarding ESCROW funds for the benefit of the Chapter and its community.
CERTIFICATION
We, the officials of the ___________________ Chapter, hereby certify that the Chapter duly considered the foregoing resolution at a duly called meeting held on the ____ day of __________, 2025, at which a quorum was present, and the same was passed by a vote of ____ in favor, ____ opposed, and ____ abstaining.

SIGNED THIS ____ DAY OF __________, 2025

_____________________________
Chapter President
_____________________________
Chapter Vice President
_____________________________
Chapter Secretary/Treasurer
_____________________________
Council Delegate

ATTEST:
_____________________________
Community Services Coordinator (CSC)
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